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1. General Conditions
1.1. The VIII International Baltic Ballet Competition in Riga, Latvia, is organized by the Latvian Ballet and Dance Guild and the Riga Ballet School of the Arts Education Competence Centre National Arts Secondary School (MIKC NMV). The Competition will take place from 27 June to 1 July 2027.
1.2. The aims of the Competition are to:
• discover new talent and provide opportunities for creative self-expression;
• develop the performance skills of creative young artists on their path towards excellence;
• develop choreographic education;
• preserve the traditions of classical ballet and foster creativity in line with contemporary trends;
• improve pedagogical work in the professional education of the younger generation;
• develop international creative cooperation;
• promote cultural exchange.
1.3. Classical ballet dancers and students of professional classical ballet schools may participate in the Competition if they meet the Competition requirements.
1.4. Participants compete in three age groups:
• Junior Group – 12–14 years*;
• Pre-professional Group – 15–18 years*;
• Professional Group – 19–26 years*.
* Age on the first day of the Competition.
1.5. The Competition consists of three rounds in the Solo and Pas de Deux categories.
Junior and Pre-professional Groups
In the Solo category, participants prepare two classical dance variations and one contemporary dance solo.
In the Pas de Deux category, participants prepare one Pas de Deux and one contemporary dance duet.
Professional Group
In the Solo category, participants prepare three classical dance variations and one contemporary dance solo.
In the Pas de Deux category, participants prepare two Pas de Deux and one contemporary dance duet.
1) Round 1 – Video
(all categories and age groups)
• one classical dance variation or Pas de Deux according to the list in Annex No. 3;
• one contemporary dance solo or duet from the 20th–21st century repertoire.
* Participants in the Junior Group may perform a classical variation according to the list in Annex No. 3 or an equivalent staged classical variation.
2) Round 2 – Public Performance
(all categories and age groups)
• one classical dance variation or Pas de Deux according to the list in Annex No. 3;
• one contemporary dance solo or duet from the 20th–21st century choreographic repertoire.
* Participants in the Junior Group may perform a classical variation according to the list in Annex No. 3 or an equivalent staged classical variation.
** Participants may perform the same classical dance variation in Rounds 1 and 2.
3) Round 3 – Final – Public Performance
Solo Category
Junior Group
• one classical dance variation according to Annex No. 3 that was not performed in Round 2.
Pre-professional Group
• two classical dance variations, one of which may be repeated from Round 2.
Professional Group
• two classical dance variations that were not performed in Round 2.
Pas de Deux Category
Junior Group
• one Pas de Deux, which may be repeated from Round 2.
Pre-professional Group
• one Pas de Deux, which may be repeated from Round 2.
Professional Group
• one Pas de Deux that was not performed in Round 2.
1.6. Classical and contemporary dance solo variations must not exceed 3 minutes, and duets must not exceed 5 minutes. A Pas de Deux must not exceed 12 minutes.
1.7. Participants performing contemporary dance works must obtain permission from the authors of the original music and choreography for their public performance at the Competition.
1.8. Participants who receive confirmation from the Competition Organizers following the assessment of their submitted video recordings will proceed to Round 2.
1.9. The winners and the most outstanding dancers, as selected by the Jury, will be included in the Gala Concert programme.
1.10. Following Round 2, the top 50% of dancers, based on the highest scores received, will proceed to the Final.
2. IBBC VIII 2027 Schedule
Sunday, 27 June 2027
9.00–19.00 – Arrival and participant registration at Riga Ballet School
9.00–14.00 – Masterclasses at Riga Ballet School
14.00–19.00 – Rehearsals at Riga Ballet School
Monday, 28 June 2027
9.00–14.00 – Round 2 rehearsal at the Latvian National Opera
15.00–20.00 – Round 2 at the Latvian National Opera
Jury deliberations
Tuesday, 29 June 2027
9.00–14.00 – Round 3 rehearsal at the Latvian National Opera
15.00–20.00 – Round 3 – FINAL
Jury deliberations
Wednesday, 30 June 2027
9.00–20.00 – Masterclasses, discussions with participants and rehearsals for the Gala Concert at Riga Ballet School
Thursday, 1 July 2027
12.00–16.00 – Gala Concert rehearsal at the Latvian National Opera and Ballet
19.00–22.00 – Award Ceremony and Grand Gala Concert
3. Disqualification
3.1. The International Jury may disqualify a participant if:
3.1.1. a high-quality audio recording is not used;
3.1.2. the participant’s programme does not comply with the requirements ensuring fair competition;
3.1.3. the duration of the contemporary dance performance exceeds the specified time limit by more than 30 seconds.
4. Jury
4.1. Participants are evaluated by an international Jury consisting of directors and representatives of ballet companies and ballet schools.
4.2. During the Competition, the Jury operates in accordance with the statutes and regulations approved by the Organizers.
4.3. The decision of the Jury is final and cannot be appealed.
5. Scoring System
5.1. The Jury evaluates participants using a 10-point scoring system approved by the Competition Organizers.
5.2. Each performance by a participant is awarded a separate score. The scores are added together to form the final result.
5.3. The results of the Final are discussed by the Jury, taking into account each laureate’s overall performance in all rounds of the Competition.
6. Prizes
6.1. Junior Group
• First Prize – training at leading ballet schools in Europe;
• Second Prize – training at leading ballet schools in Europe;
• Third Prize – training at leading ballet schools in Europe.
*** Special prizes from partners and sponsors may also be awarded to participants in the Junior Group.
6.2. Pre-professional Group
• First Prize – EUR 1,500;
• Second Prize – EUR 1,000;
• Third Prize – EUR 500.
6.3. Professional Group
• First Prize – EUR 1,500;
• Second Prize – EUR 1,000;
• Third Prize – EUR 500.
6.4. Each participant will receive a diploma.
6.5. The winners’ prizes will be presented during the Gala Concert ceremony on 1 July 2027.
6.6. Laureates who withdraw from participation in the Gala Concert will forfeit their right to receive a prize.
7. Drawing of Lots
7.1. Each participant will receive a competition number during registration.
8. Application
8.1. Applications for IBBC 2027 must be submitted to info@ibbc.lv and reginak@latnet.lv by 17 April 2027.
8.2. The following must be submitted:
• completed application form;
• video recording for Round 1;
• participant’s CV, including information about the participant, ballet education, artistic experience and participation in competitions (the CV may be submitted in English or Latvian in Microsoft Word format);
• copies of press coverage about the participant, if available;
• one high-resolution photograph of the participant in a ballet costume and pose (for the brochure) and one portrait photograph;
• confirmation of payment of the participation fee.
9. Financial Conditions
9.1. The participation fee (EUR 150 for soloists and EUR 200 for duets) must be paid into the bank account of the Latvian Ballet and Dance Guild.
9.2. All bank transaction and commission fees must be covered by the participant.
9.3. The participation fee is non-refundable.
9.4. Bank Details
Biedrība “Latvijas Baleta un Dejas Ģilde”
Kalnciema iela 12, Rīga, LV-1048
Registration No. LV 40008065359
AS “Swedbank”
IBAN: LV31HABA0551002469952
SWIFT/BIC: HABALV22
10. Organization
10.1. The Competition is organized by the Latvian Ballet and Dance Guild and Riga Ballet School in cooperation with the Latvian National Opera and Ballet. During the Competition, a Competition Secretariat will be established to assist with organizational matters.
11. Confirmation and Correspondence
11.1. By signing the application, participants confirm that they agree to all the requirements of these Regulations and undertake to comply with them and to communicate with the Organizers in a timely manner.
11.2. The Competition Organizers undertake to inform candidates of the confirmation of their participation by 16 May 2027.
12. General Provisions
12.1. The Organizers of the VIII International Baltic Ballet Competition reserve the right to record and photograph the Competition programme and to use and publish video and photographic materials in all types of public relations and advertising campaigns, on internet platforms and on television.
12.2. Participants will not receive remuneration for the use of the above-mentioned materials and may not claim copyright in the photographs or video recordings.
12.3. Any use of the Competition logo online or in production is permitted only for a specified fee and with the written permission of the Competition Organizers.
12.4. Participants are responsible for resolving all copyright matters relating to music or choreography. The Competition Organizers are not responsible for any copyright obligations not fulfilled by participants.
12.5. Representatives of the press and other media may apply for accreditation by contacting the Competition Organizers by email at info@ibbc.lv or baleta.gilde@inbox.lv, or by telephone at +371 29190322.
12.6. In the event of any discrepancy or ambiguity between translations of this document, the Latvian-language version shall prevail.
Artistic Director of the Competition – Regīna Kaupuža
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